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Foreword 


Parents of children who are in their first years of reading will 
welcome this book. I know, because I have béen teaching early 
reading to children for many years, and I have often wished there 
were more books I could recommend when parents ask, “How can 
I help my child at home?” 

I know, too, because my own child is beginning to read. I know 
that the job will be done best by his teacher, but I welcome good 
materials I can use with my youngster at home. 

This book is especially valuable because it is based on accepted 
educational practice but at the same time does not expect parents 
to become experts. 

Children learn best by doing. There are many things in this book 
for children to do with words. A child is not endlessly intrigued by 
the study of the sounds of words and letters in themselves. But he 
will be intrigued over and over again by hearing these sounds in 
simple stories, in word games, and in nursery rhymes which have 
been loved by children over the years. 

Enjoy this book with your child. He will be learning while you do. 


RutH G. FisHMAN 


Mrs. Fishman is consultant for primary grades and visual 
aids chairman, The Woodward School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A Preface for Parents 


IF YOUR CHILD is in any of the first few grades of school, this book 
is for you. More important, it is for your boy or girl. 


As a parent, you want to help your child with his reading. Most 
parents do. But probably you are not sure how to do it. You do 
not want to confuse your child by teaching him one way at home 
while his teacher uses another method in school. 


This book has been planned to supplement the work of your 
child’s teacher, not to take the place of it. With your help, this book 
can be used to teach your child many new words and to help him 
figure out other words he will encounter. 


Reading usually is taught by two principal methods. First, the 
child learns to recognize by sight the short words he will meet most 
often in his reading. The teacher tells him what a word is. After 
sufficient practice, he recognizes this word from memory. 


Then, the child learns the sound of the letters, so that he can 
“sound out” new words himself when he sees them for the first time. 
Often, these two methods are used together. 


The sight method is useful, but some children cannot learn this 
way. For them, the method of sounding is of first importance. The 
study of the sounds of letters is called “phonics.” This book uses both 
the sight and sounding methods. 


The main purpose of this book is to assist your child by providing 
some entertaining experiences in exploring words. The stories are 
fun. The word games and rhymes are fun. Your child can learn a 
great deal this way at home. But he will need your help in the 
beginning. 


In the first half of the book, you will read much of the material 
aloud to your child. Have him look at the page while you read. If 
he can read it himself, let him read it out loud instead. Help him to 
play the games and do the exercises. 


In this first half, the text at the top of the page is for you to 
read aloud. The text for your child to read is at the bottom of the 
page, and in larger type. But you need not feel bound by this 
arrangement. 


Sometimes only one form of a word is given. This is done only 
where this single form is an adequate introduction to other forms 


of the word. 


By the time you and your child have reached the second half 
of the book, the child will be able to read more of the material 
himself. Here, there is no distinction made between what you are 
to read and what he is to read. If he can read most of it or all of it 
himself, let him do so. Make sure he sounds the words correctly. 


The child will be able to do most of the games and exercises by 
himself, once he knows how. But to help him learn, be sure you 
check to see whether he is doing them right. 


We have made a distinction between consonants and vowels. The 
vowel sounds are not easy to learn. Review the vowels again and 
again. Together you and your child can make a game out of thinking 
up new lists of words with short vowel sounds. Make sure, for 
example, that he doesn’t confuse short i (pin) with short e (pen). 


Children love rhymes and nonsense jingles. Your child will want 
to hear the old rhymes in this book over and over again, as you read 
them aloud to him or as he reads them aloud to himself. Each time he 


reads them or hears them, he will be practicing the sounding of the 
letters. Point out the sounds that are emphasized in the rhyme. Let 
your child enjoy playing with the sound of the words. 


All the words in this book, except for a few in the very last story, 
are from standard word lists compiled by experts in the teaching of 
reading. Your child will find many of the same words in his readers 
at school..The last story in the book is a special bonus for your 
child when he has finished the preceding pages. 


Have fun with your child while you use this book together. You 
will be surprised how much he will learn. And he will be delighted! 
Being able to read well is fun in itself. To provide sound educa- 
tional assistance in an entertaining and pleasing manner is the purpose 


of WORDS-WORDS-WORDS. 


ELIZABETH S. HELFMAN 


A Word About Words 


This is a book full of words for you. 

These are words to learn and read 
and do things with. - 

The more words you know, the more you will be 
able to read. 

The more you are able to read, the more fun 
you will have in the wonderful world of books. 

As you grow older, every year and in every 
grade, you will learn new words. 

Some of the words in this book are in 
stories. Some of the words stand alone. You can 
learn the words by looking at them first as they 
stand alone. Then you can read them in the stories. 


We are going to read a story. 

It will be about Mabel Mouse. 

But first, here are some of the words 
you will need to know. 

Look at the pictures. 

Then look at the words. 

Do this again and again. 

The pictures tell you what the words say— 
and the words tell you what each picture is. 


Mabel Mouse 


You will need this word: 


here 


Look for the word here 
while we read this nonsense verse together. 


Here we go playing, 

Here we are staying, 

Here we go singing, 

Here we are ringing 
Sweet little bells. 


Here we are playing, 

Here we are straying, 

Here we are bringing 

Bells that are ringing 
Right here to you. 


Point to the word here. 


You will need this word: 


is 


Find the word is 
while we read this together. 


Here is Mabel Mouse. 
Mabel Mouse is here. 
Here she is. Here she.is. 


Mabel Mouse is here. 


Another word you will need: 


in 


Watch for in while we read this together. 


Mabel Mouse’s ball is here, 


in the box, 


in her hand, 
in the air, 
her ball, 
here, there, 


everywhere. 


Another word: 


her 


Watch for her while we read this together. 


Or maybe you can read it all by yourself. 


Mabel Mouse’s ball, 
her ball. 


Mabel Mouse’s box, 
her box. 


Mabel Mouse’s bed, 
her bed. 


her 
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An easy word: 


the 


the ball the box the bed 


This word is not so easy: 


under 


Find the word under while we read 
this nonsense verse together. 


Under the tree, 
Under the bee, 
Under was she, 
Under the sky. 


Here is the hardest word: 


puts 


Look for puts while we read this together. 


Mabel Mouse puts her ball in her box. 
She puts it in. 
She takes it out. 


She puts it in. 


She takes it out. 


She puts her ball in the box. 


puts 
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Now you are ready 
to read the first story. 
If you forget a word, 
look again at the page 
where you learned it. 
Ask for help if you need it. 


The Story of 
MABEL MOUSE 
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Here is Mabel Mouse. 


Here is her ball. 


ae) 


= Sea 
WS 


MrT 


oi Kas Oya 


ie 
ey) 


Here is Mabel Mouse. 


Here is her ball. 


Here is her box. 


Ly 


“og! XX 


Mabel puts her ball in the box. 
Mabel’s ball is in the box. 


The bed is Mabel’s. 


) Mabel’s ball is in the box. 


Mabel puts the box under the bed. 


Mabel Mouse has a dream. 
Here is her dream in pictures. 
Tell the story of the dream. 
Then we will write it down. 


Can you read your own story of Mabel Mouse? 
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Find pictures of five things that begin with 
the same sound as Mabel Mouse. 


HOMOGEnsED 
VITAMIN D | 


Shall we read this verse together? 
Do you hear the Mabel Mouse sound? 


TO MARKET 


To market, to market to buy a fat pig; 


Home again, home again, jiggity-jig. 


To market, to market to buy a fat hog; 
Home again, home again, jiggity-jog. 
To market, to market to buy a plum bun; 
Home again, home again, market is done. 


Listen to m: 
market home plum 


Say: “m---m-m, good!” 


Can you name the things in these pictures? 
Some of them begin with the b sound, like ball and box. 
Draw a line around the things that begin with 


this sound. 
One has been done for you. 


Look at the letter b, standing by itself. 
Then look at the words on the other side of the page. 
Draw a line from the letter b to other words 
that begin with this letter. 
One has been done for you. 


Can you read some of the words? 


Some words end with the same sound. They rhyme. 
Here are pictures of things, two in each box. 
Say out loud the names of the things in each box. 
If the two things in a box do not rhyme, 
make a cross on that box, like this: X. 
One has been done for you. 


Let’s read this verse together. 
Say a rhyming word whenever we come 
to an empty space. 


Little Boy Blue, 
come blow your horn! 
The sheep’s in the meadow, 
the cow’s in the 


Where’s the boy that 
looks after the sheep? 
He’s under the haystack, 


Hear the b: 
Little Boy Blue, Boy Blue, Boy Blue. 
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Say the words for the empty spaces in this story. 
Then, shall we write the words in the empty spaces? 


Here is Mabel. . fears oe 


She has a ball and a box. 

She pute Her is eee 5 inthe............ 

Then she puts the........... under the bed, 
puts herself in the........---- : 


and goes to sleep. 


She dreams. Do you remember her dream? 


Soon we will read a story about Freddy Fish. 


Here are some words you will need to know. 

Look at the pictures. 

Then look at the words, again and again, 
until you know what each word means. 


mother father 
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You will need to know this word: 


there 


ibere starts with the letters th. 
Look at th the word there as we read this together. 


He was there, 


She was there, 
We all were there, 
Where is there? 


Learn these words, too: 


he 

She 
He is a boy, 
She is a girl. 
He has a toy, 
She has a curl. 


Your mother is she. 
Your father is he. 
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Here are two easy words: 


little * 


Here is a little dish 


With a little fish, 


And a big dish 


2) With a big fish, 


And a very big fish, 


And a very little dish 
With a very little fish. 
little 
big 
Have os learned with and very, too? with 
very 
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Here is another word: 


home 


Home you go, 


Home to play, 


an Home to stay. 
ce TO ay Ft) 


= Eh. 


Home you go, 
At home you're fed, 


And go to bed, 


Home sweet home. 


home 
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Here are some words that mean doing things: 


lives swims sees 


Freddy Fish lives in the water. 


He lives at home, 
He swims at home, 
He lives at home, 
He swims at home. 
Freddy Fish sees fish swimming in the water. 
He sees his mother. 
He sees his father. 


He sees fishes everywhere. 


There are some other new words in the story. 


They will fit in as you read. 

a a fish 

1S he is a fish 

fast he swims fast 

too too fast 

far too far 

afraid , he is afraid 

not now he is not afraid 
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Now you are ready to read 
the story of Freddy Fish. 

If you forget a word, look at 
the page where you learned it. 

Ask for help if you need it. 


The Story of 
FREDDY FISH 


Freddy is a little fish. 

He lives with his mother. 
She is a big fish. 

He lives with his father. 
His father is a very big fish. 
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Freddy Fish swims. 


He swims here and there in the water. 
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Freddy Fish swims too far. 
He sees a big, BIG fish. 
Freddy Fish is afraid. 

He is a very little fish. 


Freddy Fish swims home. 


He swims fast. _ 


There is Mother Fish. 


There is Father Fish. 
O cee SCts« Ey Wish 18 noob afraid. 
ee He is home. 
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Find six things that 


Freddy Fish. 


Shall we read this verse? 
Do you hear the fish sound? 


London Bridge is falling down, 
Falling down, falling down. 
London Bridge is falling down, 
My fair lady. 


Think of some more words that start with £ 


farm 


fairy 


Can you write the words here? 
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Can you name the things in these pictures? 

Some of them begin like the word fish. 

Draw a line around each thing that begins 
with this sound. 

One has been done for you. 
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Look at the letter f standing by itself. 
Then look at the words on the other side 
of the page. 
Draw a line from the letter f to other words 
that begin with this sound. 
One has been done for you. 


farm 


__farmer 
_fire 
book 
horse 
Prony me ee : _——-~-~-flower 
grass 
floor 
fish 
father 


hen 


Choose the right word to finish these sentences: 


Freddy was a 
dog 


Freddy was 
afraid ) 


Freddy’s father was a 


/ fish man 


slowly 


turtle 


Soon we will read another story, about Gary Goat. 


fg 


Ss 
Wye 


‘oa 


Here is Gary Goat. 


S75 


His name begins with G, which has the 
same sound as g. 


This is the same sound as in 


girl good 


go goat 
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Here is Katie Cow. 


Her name begins with K and C. 
K and C both sound the same. 


(These are the same 
letters as small k and c.) 


Gary Goat is a good goat. 
Katie Cow is a good cow. 
Here are some of the words you will need to 
know when you read the next story. 


cookie coat 


grass 
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Here is another new word: 


where 


Where do you go? 


Where are you now? 


Where can you be? 


Look! Where begins with the letters w h. 
It is not the same as there or here. 


Here is a new word, too: 


has 


He has a little cookie. 
He has a big cookie. 


Look at the letters: has is not like his. 


Here are more new words: 


goes 


She goes 

On her toes, 
She goes 

Like a rose. 
The wind blows 
And she goes. 


wants 


He wants what he wants when he wants it. 


eats give 


The cow eats grass. Give mea fish 


To put in a dish. 
you green 
Who are you? Grass is green. 


There are other new words, too. 
Try to read them as you go along. 
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Now you are ready to read 
the story of Gary Goat. 

Ask for help only 
if you need it. 


The Story of 
GARY GOAT 


RS 
\ Nba 
an 


ire 


Gary Goat has a little cookie and 


Pe 
AW 


a big cookie. 
He wants to give the big cookie 
to his friend, Katie Cow. | 
Gary Goat puts on his coat. 


Wh ), 


\" 


Gary Goat puts the big cookie in one hand. 
He puts the little cookie in the other hand. 


He goes to see Katie Cow where she 
eats grass. 


Gary Goat says, “Here is a cookie for you, 
Katie Cow!” 


o9 


Ss 
’ 


Katie Cow says, ‘No! Gary Goat! 


Cows do not eat cookies.” 
Gary Goat is not happy. 
He wants to give Katie Cow a cookie. 


Katie Cow says, “Have some of my 


green grass, Gary Goat.” | 
Gary Goat does like grass. 
He puts the cookies in his pocket. 


_ Gary Goat and Katie Cow eat erass 
together. ‘ 


Gary Goat is happy. | 
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Some of these things begin with the same sound 


as Gary Goat. 
Cross out the things that do not begin 


with this sound. 


Use an X. 
One has been done for you. 


Can you say the rhyming words that belong i in the 
blank spaces in this verse? 


Come out to play, come out to play, 


The moon is shining 


as bright as 


Come with a whoop, come with a call, 
Come with a good will, 


or don’t come at 


How many words in this verse begin with the 
same sound as cow? 
Point to them as you say them out loud. 


Mabel Mouse looks for words. 
Help Mabel Mouse find the right word for her picture. 
Draw a circle around the word. 


goat mouse 


fish box 


ball 
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Freddy Fish looks for words, too. 
Help him find the right word for each picture. 
Draw a circle around the right word for each picture. 


girl gate 


Gary Goat looks for Mabel Mouse and Freddy Fish 
and Katie the Cow. 
Find them in this picture. 


All the words you read are made up of the letters 
of the alphabet. 

There are 26 letters in the alphabet. 

Let’s go over the alphabet together. 


THE ALPHABET 
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jar 


lion 


question 


rabbit 


soap 
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= tail 


ne umbrella 


ee 


Here is a song to help you learn the alphabet. 
Shall we sing it together? 


o dear me. Nowl’ve learned my AB 


C, Thinkhow happy Ishall _ be. 


iu 
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On the next pages there are more letter sounds 
for you to do things with. 


See if you can read this verse. 
Ask for help if you need it. 


Hear the sound of r, like a roaring lion. 
Draw a line under each word that begins with r. 


Rain, rain on the green grass. 
Rain, rain on the tree, 
Rain, rain on the roof-top 


But no rain on me! 


Hear the gr, too, green grass. 


Can you say the names of the things in these 
pictures? 
Some of them begin with r sound. 


Draw a line around the things that begin with 
this sound. 


zy 


>, < : 1 
ie), \ \ 
Ge wh 5 
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™y 
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Hear the s, like a singing teakettle, s-S-S-s-s. 
Hear the s-s-s- sounds in this verse. 
Draw a line under each word that begins with s. 


Sippity sup, sippity sup, 

Bread and milk from a china cup, 

Bread and milk from a bright silver spoon, 
Made of a piece of the bright silver moon! 
Sippity sup, sippity sup, 

Sippity, sippity sup! 


What are the names of the things in these pictures? 
Some of them begin with the teakettle sound of s. 
Draw a ring around the things that begin 
with this sound. 
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Hear t, like the beginning of tick, tock. 


Tick, tock, tick, tock, 
Merrily sings the clock. 


Can you say this verse? 


With a tingle-tangle titmouse, 
Robin knows great A, 
B and C and D and E, 
F, G, 
H, I, 
J, K. 


Did you hear the t sounds? 


There are three letters under each of these 
pictures. 

Draw a line around the letter that says the sound 
each picture begins with. 
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Hear the d sound: the diddle, diddle, dumpling sound. 


Say, this verse. 
Draw a line under each word that starts with d. 


Diddle, diddle, dumpling my son John 
Went to bed with his stockings on; 
One shoe off and one shoe on, 

Diddle, diddle, dumpling my son John. 


Look at this letter:d D 
Look at this letter: b B 
They are not the same. 


Do you hear the d in diddle? 
diddle dog doll 


Did you hear the d in the middle of diddle? 


Hear the b in 
bed ball bubble 


Did you hear the b in the middle of bubble? 


Write or say the letter d or b in the blanks below, 
to make words: 


Hickory, .. .ickory, .. .ock! 


Ru...-a-dub, .. . ub! 
Three meninatu.. ! 


Ding, .. .ong, .. .ell, 
Pussy’s in the well! 


Hey, diddle, .. .iddle, the cat and the fiddle, 
The cow jumped over the moon. 

The little .. .og laughed to see such sport 
And the .. .ish ran away with the spoon. 


Hear the p sound: please, pie, pig. 
Can you think of more words with the p sound? 


Hear the h-h-huff sound, like beginning to sneeze. 


he hat hop 


Can you think of more h words? 


Hear the h and p sounds: 


Pll huff and Pll puff 
And I’ll blow your house in! 


Did you hear f, too? Huff, puff. 
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There are three letters under each picture. 
Draw a line around the letter that says 
the sound each picture begins with. 


dhb psg sbh 


81 


«82 


Hearthe n_ soundinno. 


Nose, nose, jolly red nose, 
And what gives you that jolly red nose? 


nut nose no 


Can you think of more n words? 


EDI ee RS ES SIR a 7 EA acc 


Hear the 1 sound. 


Here we dance looby-loo, 
Here we dance looby-light. 


leg lettuce lady 


Can you think of more 1 words? 


Look at this letter: m 


Look at this letter: n 


m and n are not the same. 


Write or say the letter m or n in the 
blanks below, to make words: 


To market, to .. .arket, 
to buy a plum bu.... 
Home again, ho. . .e again, 
market is done. 


Here are more letters. 
Learn their sounds. 


Ww wagon 
wet 
was 
water 
world 


Draw a line under each w word: 


The water in the world is wet. 


EEE EES: CRS a EN 


y yes 
you 
yellow 


Draw a line under each y word: 


You have a yellow wagon. 
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jar 
jump 


Draw a line under each j word: 


Jockety jog—jockety jog, 
Over the hills and over the bog. 
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Choose the right letter 
for the words that need a letter: 


Jump, Susie, ...ump. 


jwn 


Freddy ...ish swam home. 
a F 


Gary Goat gave Katie ...owa .. .ookie. 
tcv 


Tick, .. .ock, tick, .. .ock, says the clock. 
ris 


Peter Piper picked a .. .eck 
of .. .ickled peppers. 


spm 


Some letters are often seen together. 
They have a special sound of their own. 


What sound do you make when you 
blow out a candle? 


Hear the wh sound in this verse: 


Where, O, where, has my little dog gone? 
O, where, O, where, can he be? 

With his tail cut short and his ears cut long, 
O, where, O, where, can he be? 


What sound do you make when you mean, “‘Be quiet’? 


sh-sh-sh! sh-sh-sh! 


Sh has a quiet sound. 
she show 
shoe shop 


Can you think of more sh words? 


Hear sh in this rhyme: 


Shoe the colt, 

Shoe the colt, 

Shoe the wild mare; 
Here a nail, 

There a nail, 


Yet she goes bare. 
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Be a train. What sound do you make? 
ch-ch-ch! ch-ch-ch! 
Charley, Charley, stole the barley. 


Can you think of more ch words? 


Think. What sound does think begin with? 


th-th-th th-th-th 


this then 
that there 


This is the house that Jack built. 


Can you think of more th words? 


| 


hat Claw 7 Skala Th 
| =e 
| 4 
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Some words are singing words. 
They sound like what they mean. 


When you skip you go hippety-hop, hippety-hop. 


Hark, hark, 
The dogs do bark. 


@) 


SUF ANS 


The train goes choo-choo. 


wal 


Sheep goes baa-baa. 


Horse goes trot-trot. 


Rooster goes cock-a-doodle-do. 


Pig goes oink, oink. 


Cow goes moo-moo. 
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Here are some of these words in a small story. 
See if you can read it. 


Gs. £ 
wi, € 


ays 


-_ 
E> 


Cow says, ““Moo-moo, 


Where is my green grass to eat?” 
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Pig is there, too. 
He says, “Oink, oink, 
Where is my supper?” 


Sheep is there, too. 
Sheep says baa-baa. 
Pig goes oink, oink. 
Cow goes moo-moo. 
They all want supper. 


Start where the sign says START. 


Find their supper at the end of the path 
that says SUPPER. 


96 


a _. 


About Vowels 


We divide the 26 letters of the alphabet into two 
families. 

Most of the letters—21, in fact—are called 
consonants. These are all the letters except the vowels. 

Only five letters are vowels. Here they are: 


a. €@. 4..6-. yg 


Every word you say or read has at least one of 
these five vowels. (Sometimes we call y a vowel, too, 
when it sounds like one.) 

Vowels have different sounds in different words. 

First make sure you know the sounds of short 
vowels. The sound they make really is a short sound. 

Here are words to help you remember short vowel 
sounds. Remember the words, so you will always know 
the short vowel sounds. 


Shett tt apple 
ShOrt C= OPP 
Shovt i t-—— ink 
SOKEO: ‘eemmeniactialemnepteitossteeici:’ (OL 
SHOt Ut Up 


oF, 


a Here are short a words: 


at tag 
an cat 
am bag 


Read these short a words that rhyme. 
You can read all of them if you know 
the sounds of the letters: 


These rhyme: These rhyme: 
at cap 
cat lap 
bat map 
hat nap 
sat gap 


Can you think of more words that rhyme with at? 
With cap? 
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Here are short e words: 
red set then 
pet wet end 
ten get when 
Listen to the short e sound. 


Read the words again and listen. 
Can you think of more words that rhyme with set? 


Here are short i words: 1 


it in big 
bit 
hit 

sit fin fig 


Be careful of your d and b! 


Listen to the short i and short e sounds. 
They are not the same. 


Hear the Hiierenee: red 
wet 
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Here are short 0 words: 


on hog 
hot log 
pot fog 


Think of more short 0 words. 


Here are short u words: 


up cut sun 
sup nut gun 


pup but - fun 


Think of more short u words that rhyme. 


Are you sure of the short vowel sounds? 


Put a different short vowel in each of these words. 
Say the words. The first one has been done for you. 


Make up more words like these. 


Can you read these nonsense rhymes? 
Watch the vowels! 

This may be hard to do. 

Ask for help if you need it. 


Tash, tosh, tush, tish, 


Here comes a finny fish. 


Din, don, dun, dan, 


Let’s put him in a pan. 


Map, mep, mip, mup, 
Then we'll eat him all up. 
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Sit, set, sut, sat, 
The finny fish did not like that. 


Fad, fod, fed, fid, 
That finny fish swam 
far 

away 
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Here is a rule to remember: 
When there is just one vowel in a word, it almost 
always has the short sound. 


Try this game: 


Here is a word: can. 

Take away n. You have ca. 

Put on t. It’s a word again, cat. 

Take away the first letter, c. 
It’s another word, at. 

Put on b. It’s bat. 


Put on h. You have bath. 


Try the same thing, starting with fin. 


Did you get real words each time you changed letters? 


= 


Do you know the words for colors? 
Find the letters that spell RED. 
Color these letters red. 

Find the letters that spell BLACK. 
Color them black. 
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Find the letters that spell BLUE. Color them blue. 
Find thé letters that spell GREEN. Color them green. 


D 
D 


Color YELLOW yellow. 


Draw a ring around the letters 
that make the sound each thing begins with: 


~ iF 


st tr th sh ch gl 


er sh sr fl bl fr 


sh br wh 
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Think about what words mean. 
You can use special words to mean big. 
You can say: 


Big as the world. 


Big as the sun. 


Big as an elephant. 


You think of other ways: 


You can use special words to mean small. 
You can say: 


Small as an ant. 
Small as a drop of water. 


Small as baby’s toe. 


You think of other ways: 


Qryallae -. +o eerss le eee 


Sritilliere-tiee ae ate ge 


al AG = as Pease weno Pees 
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You can use special words to mean quiet. 
You can say: 


Quiet as being asleep. 
Quiet as an ant walking. 
Quiet as 


Quiet as 


Or you can say: 


Slow as the world goes around. 
ee eee OUAG 


Slow as waking up. 


Finish this story by putting words in the blanks. 
Use any words you like. 
Say the words or write them. 


A happy fish swam in the water. 
FF cssrcrence Set cece tinct 
He swam as quietly as ....-.--- 2-2 ss 


All at once he saw a big fish, 


Srl li AS ice haa ca rtnnaglacuatg aaa ae 


The little fish was afraid. 


He swam home as fast as he could, 


Pani ae a pce aap nee ra oe 


That happy fish still swims in the water. 


More About Vowels 


Vowels are not always short. We say a vowel is 
long when it says its own name. 


Here are the rules: 


1. One vowel in a word is usually short. 


2. When there are two vowels in a word, this is 
what usually happens: 


The first vowel is long. It says its own name. 


The second vowel is silent. It doesn’t say 
anything, but it makes the first vowel long. 


Here is how the rules about vowels work. 
Read a short vowel word in the first column. 
See how it changes to a long vowel word in the 


second column. 


One vowel Two vowels 


The e at the end of these words is called ‘magic e.” 
It changes the sound of the first vowel. 
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The same thing happens when two vowels in a 
word are next to each other. The first vowel has 
the long sound. The second vowel is silent. 

Like this: 


ear 


train 


tree 


pie 


goat 
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Reading a Story 


The last part of this book is a story for you to read. 
But read this first. 

None of the words in the story is very hard. 

But suppose you come to a word you don’t know. 
What should you do? 

Think. Maybe there is only one word you could 
use in that place. Nothing else would make sense. 

That doesn’t always work. 

When it doesn’t work, say the sounds of the 
letters in the word. Try the short sound of the vowels 
first. Run the sounds together. What is the word? 

Maybe your teacher has taught you some other 
way of figuring out new words. Try that, too. 

On the next two pages you will find some of the 
words in this story. There are pictures to show what 
these words mean. 

If you still have trouble with a word, ask for help. 

Then take a good look, so you will know the word 
next time you see it. 


Hey! 


Here are more words for the story. 


Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 


kitchen 
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The Little Cat 
and the King 


A cat went to see the king, in the days before 
cats lived with people. 

‘“T want to live in your house, O King,” 
she said. 

The king smiled at the little cat. 

‘You would not be happy here, little cat,” 
he said. ‘tA big dog lives in this house. He would 
chase you away.” 

The little cat smiled, too. 

‘Why do you keep a dog in your house?” 
she asked. 

Now the king did not smile. 


“TI must have a dog in my house, little cat,” 
he said. “He barks. He keeps away the people 
who want to take my gold.” 

‘Does he keep away the mice that eat your 
cheese and your bread?” asked the little cat. 

‘‘No,” said the king sadly. ‘No one can keep 
away the mice that eat my cheese and my bread. 
They hide in their little holes. The dog barks 
down the holes but they do not care.” 

‘That is too bad,” said the little cat. 

‘Yes, it is too bad,” said the king. “There are 
so many mice that they eat all my cheese and my 
bread. Every day I must buy more. I do not have 
enough gold to buy all the bread and cheese the 
mice eat.” 


The little cat climbed right up into the king’s 
lap and looked him in the face. The king looked 
and looked at her but he did not chase her away. 


abzal 


‘What you need,” said the little cat, “is a 
cat in your house. You need ME. I can do away 
with all the mice that eat your bread and your 
cheese.” 

The king did not say anything at all. 

The little cat curled up in the king’s lap and 
sang him a song. The king smiled and patted the 
little cat. 

‘Maybe you should stay, little cat,” he said. 

The little cat opened one eye and closed it. 
Then she sang another song. The king patted 
her again. 
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You will have to do away with the mice, 


little cat,” he said. “I am not a rich king. I cannot 
keep a cat that does not catch mice.” 

So the little cat went to live in the king’s 
kitchen. The big dog had to stay out of the 
kitchen. 

The king’s cook gave food to the little cat. 

The first day the little cat did nothing but 
eat and sleep. The second day she did the same. 
On the next day the king came to the kitchen to 
see the little cat. He looked sadly at her. 

“You are a good little cat,” he said. “But if 
you do not catch my mice you will have to go 
away. The mice are still eating all my cheese and 
my bread.” 


The little cat smiled. 


“There is only one trouble, O King,” she 
said. “Your cook gives me too much to eat. I am 
so full of good food that I cannot catch mice.” 

So the king told the cook not to feed the little 
cat anything at all for one day. 

At the end of that day the little cat was 
hungry. She was very much awake. So she sat 
sat down by the mouse hole in the kitchen and 
waited. 

At last one little mouse ran out of the hole. 
The little cat jumped and caught him. 

Then she waited again. At last another 
mouse ran out of the hole. The little cat jumped 


and caught him. 
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The next day she caught three mice. The day 
after that she caught four. 

Then one day she waited and waited by the 
mouse’s hole. Nothing came out of the hole at all. 


“Today you should give me something to 
eat,” she said to the cook. ‘The mice are all 
gone.” 

So the cook gave the little cat something to 
eat. Then the cook ran to the king. 

“The little cat has caught all the mice!” she 
said. “They cannot eat your bread and cheese 
again.” 


The king came at once to see the little cat. 
““O best little cat!” he said. “You may live in 
my house forever.” 
_ And that is how cats first came to live in 
people’s houses. 
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